
  

 
European Association for Chemical and Molecular Sciences 

Europäische Vereinigung für Chemische und Molekulare Wissenschaften 

Association Européenne pour les Sciences Chimiques et Moléculaires 

      
  

 

 

  AISBL  - Registered office Avenue E. Van Nieuwenhuyse 4, B-1160 Brussels - www.euchems.org 

NEWS RELEASE 
 

Boost for European Chemistry Research 
 

EuCheMS welcomes the final approval of the Seventh Framework Programme for Research 

(FP7), announced on 5 December, which will lead to more opportunities for the chemical and 
molecular sciences. The programme, which starts in January 2007, will see an immediate 

40% boost in annual EU research spending, and a new emphasis on excellence in 

fundamental research with the launch of the European Research Council (ERC). 

 
Whilst the Commission’s original proposal was cut by a third, the FP7 budget still represents a 

40% yearly increase in real terms (75% in 2013) compared with funding for 2006.  Chemistry 

is well represented in the programme with opportunities in almost all of the nine thematic 
priorities. These have been developed with input from science organisations including 

SusChem (European Technology Platform for Sustainable Chemistry) in which EuCheMS 

members, the German Chemical Society (GDCh) and the Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC), 
are major partners.  

 

Advances in chemistry will be central to progress in energy research, one of the priority areas 

for new funding. This will cover energy efficiency (half of the budget of 2.35bn), renewables 
and clean coal and carbon-capture related research. The environment research thematic 

programme including climate change, in which chemists are set to play a major role, will 

receive 1.9bn for seven years. In addition to this, the Commission says that the issue will 
also be addressed horizontally across many other priorities, such as transport.  

 

The creation of the European Research Council is particularly welcome and EuCheMS 

expressed its support for this initiative in a high-level roundtable discussion in the European 
Parliament in July this year. The ERC will stimulate investigator-initiated frontier research 

across all fields, on the basis of excellence, with significant opportunities available for 

chemistry.  
 

Note: 

A full EuCheMS briefing on FP7 is available at www.euchems.org/News/index.asp and 
provides extensive links to other useful sources of information. 
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Note: EuCheMS – the European Association for Chemical and Molecular Sciences is a non-profit 
making association. Its object is to promote cooperation in Europe between those non-profit-making 
scientific and technical societies and professional institutions in the field of chemical sciences whose 
membership consists largely of individual qualified chemists/chemical scientists and whose interests 
include the science and/or practice of chemistry/chemical sciences. It was founded in 1970 and 
currently has 50 member societies in 36 countries. 
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